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SANTIAGO CALATRAVA’S MASTERPIECE

The article contains the information about Library of the Law Faculty (Zurich
University, Switzerland) which is considered to be the one of the most unique libraries of the
World. It is interesting as architectural building and also as scientific space.
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Library plays a very important role in the life of each university and each city.
In this small paper | would like to provide some information about one of the most
unique libraries | have ever been and ever worked. This is the library of the Law
Faculty, Zurich University, Switzerland.

This is the public library: its materials can be used not only by students,
researchers or professors of the Zurich University, but also by all people who are
interested in its materials and S. Calatrava’s masterpiece. The library in its recent
view was opened to the public in 2004 and became a very attractive destination not
only for students, but also for tourists. They come not only to read, but also to
make a picture of the library. It was created by the engineer and architect Santiago
Calatrava (Strehler & Niederer, 2006, Picture 1). The building process took place
in 1989-1999 and 2000—2005 (Facts and figures about the Library, 2018).

The building of the library was integrated in the courtyard of an existing
building of the Law Faculty and it is strictly separated from the old building of the
Law Faculty from an organizational point of view as well. At either end of the
gallery are an elevator, the staircase, and the access to the building services. There
are a total of 500 study places, 250 of which are connected to the electricity mains

and have IT access. The lighting can be switched on individually at every study



place. On the rear side of the galleries (the library backpack) there is one
"parlatorium™ on each of the five stories where students can meet to exchange
ideas as well as one room for photocopying (Strehler & Niederer, 2006).

The library includes a total of 5000 running meters of bookshelves, ca.
200.000 books, 600 Periodicals. In the area at the back of the old building an
addition takes up the study places for research and PhD students as well as the
administration of the Law Faculty (Facts and figures about the Library, 2018). All
students and the faculty of the Zurich University have a remote access to electronic
materials of the Library (Remote Acess-VPN).

If you enter the library, you will see the view that it provided in Picture 1.

From the first glance, it could seem that the library is empty. But actually it is

full of students. The following picture from another angle shows working students
(Picture 2).
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Picture 1 also shows that the use of the inner courtyard necessitated a roof.
This reduced the outside surface substantially, which in turn brought about massive
energy savings — up to 47%! But this new inner space has to be aired. For this, the
thermal lift is exploited: warm air — 4 to 6 degrees Celsius warmer than the air on
the outside — concentrates in the area of the cupola and leaves the building through
vents. It draws up fresh air that is sucked in at the bottom of the building (Strehler
& Niederer, 2006).

There are a lot of facts and interesting stories can be explained about this
library. I think that it is a very interesting place to visit if you are in Ziirich and of

course, it is a very interesting library to work in if you are in Switzerland.
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Monnert-Jlykam Anacracis

Bioaiorexa IOpuanunoro gaxkyiabrery YHiBepcutery Lliopixa — BUTBip Mucrenrsa
Canrbsaro Kanarpasa

Haoano  ingopmayito npo  nyoniuny  6ibniomexy  wopuouunozo  ¢haxynvmemy
(VHisepcumem [iopixa, Ilseiiyapis), sika esaxcaemvcsi 00Hi€l0 3 yHiKanvhux Oibniomex Ceimy.
Bona yikasa i six apximexmypua cnopyoa 0ns mypucmis, i sk cepedosuuye 01 HayKuU.

Kniouoei cnoea: bibniomexka topuduynozo ¢axynememy, Yuieepcumem Llopixa,
¢onou, Canmosico Kanampasa, cepedosuwe 051 Hayku.
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Monnert-Jlykam Anacracus

bubimoreka KOpuauuyeckoro  ¢akyabrera  YHuBepcutera Ilopuxa —
npousBeneHne ucckycrsa Canrbsaro Kanarpasa

Ilpedocmaenena ungopmayusi npo  nYOIUUHYIO  OUOIUOMEKY — HOPUOUYECKO2O
Gaxynomema (Ynusepcumem Lliopuxa, Illeetiyapus), xomopas cuumaemcs OOHOU U3
VHUKANbHLIX Oubnuomex Mupa. OHna ummepecHa u Kak apXumexkmypHoe COopydjiceHue Ous
MYPUCIMOB U 8 Ka4ecmee HAYYHO20 NPOCMPAHCMEA.

Knioueevie cnoea: bubruomexa ropuouueckozo axyiomema, Ynusepcumem Liopuxa,
@onovl, Canmesco Kanampasa, Hayunoe npocmpancmeo.



